Introduction
The publication of Sraffa's Production of Commodities triggered a wide-ranging and complex literature in various fields of theoretical research. Aside from this stream, which constitutes a consolidated corpus, it may be interesting to focus upon the reactions to the book on the part of those scholars who first encountered its contents.
More than thirty review articles on Production of Commodities, published mainly in the first three-four years after 1960, may be found in various reviews and languages; the perspective adopted here is to go through this series of contributions by selecting the topics that most attracted the attention of the various reviewers. These topics can be grouped into five items: (i) the possibility of carrying out an analysis of the determinants of prices without making any reference to the supply and demand apparatus; (ii) the notion of Standard commodity and its role within the theory of value and the analysis of distribution; (iii) the reactions of Marxist economists (iv) the critique of marginal analysis and (v) the method of exposition and the degree of formalization adopted by Sraffa.
Before going into details it is worth noting that the book in question displays two peculiarities, that may explain, at least in part, not only the great interest but also the various misunderstandings to which it gave rise. First of all, the book is based on notions that, whilst being common among Classical economists (in particular Ricardo and Marx) appeared quite extraneous in the 1960s (just as they appear extraneous nowadays); Dobb in his review in Labour Monthly writes: 'it is unlikely that a reader will even begin to see what it is driving at unless he has first of all some * I would like to thank Luigi Pasinetti for having focused my attention on the reviews of Sraffa's Production of Commodities; moreover I thank Riccardo Bellofiore, Maria Cristina Marcuzzo, Nerio Naldi and Antonella Stirati for comments and suggestions given on previous versions of the present work. The usual caveats apply. The papers of Piero Sraffa here quoted here are all deposited at the Trinity College Library of Cambridge; further details about the following classification system here followed can be found at http://rabbit.trin.cam.ac.uk/∼jon/Sraffa/Sraffaframeset.html. I am grateful to Pieroangelo Garegnani, literary executor of Sraffas papers and correspondence, for granting me the permission to reproduce a letter from Sraffa to Arun Bose. acquaintance with and understanding of the early economists and particularly of Marx' (Dobb, [10, p. 491] ). 1 The other peculiarity of this book concerns its exposition: although the arguments of Sraffa's book are logical and deductive, they are presented with minimial mathematical notation and, furthermore, the main proofs are given by using (rigorous) economic reasoning rather than mathematical tools. Both these aspects make the whole book very difficult to read and understand on first approach but, at the same time, stimulate and promise fruitful developments.
Demand, quantities and returns to scale
The most surprising element immediately apparent to all reviewers of Sraffa's book was the fact that in this framework, prices are determined outside the traditional apparatus of supply and demand curves. In his review for the American Economic Review, Reder writes: 'The main purpose is to show how one can construct a standard of value which is independent of the vagaries of demand and, ultimately, of tastes. If the result were successful, the theory of relative prices and of distribution could, of course, be drastically simplified (see Reder [9, p. 689] 
This departure from the traditional methods of determining prices is so radical that it prevented almost all readers from even grasping the essence of Sraffa's approach. Sraffa never stated that prices can be conceived independently from demand. 2 He just alerted the reader that in the whole system '[n]o changes in output [ ... ] no changes in the proportions in which different means of production are used by an industry are considered ' (Sraffa (1960, p. v) ).
But what the reviews -and much of the subsequent literature -indicate is that demand is absent in the determination of prices, thus implicitly conveying the idea that supply is the force on which Sraffa focuses his attention. 3 Obvious support for this reading of Sraffa's system -that after all does not upset the tradition -was constituted by the non-substitution theorems, disseminated shortly before 1960, according to which prices can be made independent of demand if there is just one primary factor, no joint production is allowed for and constant returns to scale prevail. But at this point the fact that assumptions on returns are irrelevant for Sraffa's analysis cannot but only appear extremely puzzling.
Several points of view have been expressed on these issues. A substantial channel through which demand affects prices is constituted by technical coefficients: if we observe the price system under a particular configuration of produced quantities and income distribution, we cannot see any influence from the demand side. But if we consider a change in one of our data, for example a change in the quantity produced of one commodity, induced by a change in demand, technical coefficients, and hence prices, change. Thus a change in demand gives rise to a change in prices. In the same vein Harrod states:
Mr. Sraffa's does not seem to be interested in the commodity-mix in which wageand profit-earners chose to take out their net income. In an early passage (p. 7) where he is still dealing with a two commodity world of wheat and iron, he
